CHAPTER XIX

CZECHOSLOVAKIA (CESKOSLOVENSKO)

EAST and west are joined in Czechoslovakia. The western portion of
the country, with its advanced population, high degree of industrializa-
tion and scientific agriculture, is typical of northwestern Europe. On
the other hand, toward the east the people depend largely upon a rather
backward type of agriculture and upon forestry, and both economi-
cally and culturally they are typical of eastern Europe. However, the
combined nation, with its varied resources in the form of soil, min-
erals and forests, its numerous industries and its capable inhabitants,
is the most stable and the most prosperous of the new states created
by the peace treaties.

The Czechoslovakian Republic came into existence after the col-
lapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. It was formed of territory
formerly belonging to Austria, Hungary and Germany. Bohemia, ,
Moravia and a portion of Silesia had been Austrian territory. Slovakia
and the autonomous territory of Carpathian Ruthenia were formerly
parts of the Kingdom of Hungary. A portion of Silesia was detached
from Prussia and incorporated in the new state. In one sense, Czecho-
slovakia is a recreation of the Kingdom of Bohemia, which lost its
independence and was brought under the rule of the Hapsburgs as
a result of the Battle of White Mountain in 1620. Slovakia and Ru-
thenia, however, had formed a part of the Kingdom of Hungary since
the tenth century.

POPULATION

Czechoslovakia consists of a wedge of Slavic peoples penetrating far
into central Europe. Racially and linguistically the Czechs and the
Slovaks are one people, but culturally and economically there are wide
differences. The Czechs, partially due to their protective mountain
barriers and abundant resources, have developed the most advanced
culture and the highest economic life of any of the Slavic peoples.
Their intelligence and industry account in large part for the present
position of the state. The Slovaks, in their less protected and less
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